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Abstract       In the last years ecology is becoming  more and more important 
as a subject of research. The European Union created new standards which 
require more and more green space for each town or village. Arad is a town 
build in the XVIII –XIX’th century, with compact rows of houses, as it was 
usual in Central Europe in that period of time. Urban regulations wanted in 
those days to create well ordered settlements, without empty spaces. This is 
why green space are so scarce in the centre of old Arad. The first little parks 
appeared on the banks of the river Mures, only a hundred years ago. The only 
great green space of Arad used to be the summer resort situated on the other 
bank of the river, on the island created two centuries ago for the Vauban 
fortress of the town.  
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In the years 1960 the town hall of Arad 

succeeded to transform a green space near the old 

fortress building into a summer resort with beaches, 

buildings, cabins, swimming pools. The whole surface 

of the resort was planted with trees and shrubs. As a 

result in ten years the vegetation grew, and transformed 

the resort into an enormous park, that could 

compensate the lack of green spaces in the old town 

center. Access to the river was possible in many parts 

on the river bank, which had fine sand, used by 

children and people who where looking for sunbathing. 

By moving its summer resort to the other side of the 

river, Arad got the best accommodation of the problem 

in Romania, if we don’t count the resorts on the seaside 

in Dobrogea. For younger and older people very good 

possibilities appeared to practice different sports in the 

hot season, between which we must mention: 

swimming in the river and in the swimming pools, 

rowing, playing tennis, ping-pong, playing football in 

different courts arranged for this purpose. The resort 

was a great success for those days, and a very happy 

fulfillment of the wishes of so many people, who 

wanted to lead a healthy life in their own hometown. In 

time more cabins were built. Small wooden cottages 

were constructed for those who wished to spend their 

whole day their, which could be ranted from the 

company for a year. In comparison with other towns of 

Romania, Arad had the advantage of having its own 

summer resort, and at a high quality for those days. 

The vegetation together with the great river meant a lot 

for the ecology of the town and the cleanness of its air.   

 The following species of trees have been planted 

during the years in the area:   

Salix alba tristis,  Acer palmatum atropurpureum, 

Malus floribunda, Prunus fructicosa globosa, Catalpa 

bignonioides nana, Betula pendula, Tilia cordata, Tilia 

tomentosa, Fraxinus excelsior, Quercus robur, Ulmus 

holandica, Liliodendron tulipifera, Populus alba, Fagus 

sylvatica, Aesculus hipocastanum, Pinus nigra, Abies 

alba, Pinus mugo,  

The following list of bushes have been used: 

Buddlea Davidii Alter Nifolia, Forsythia, Cornus Alba 

Sybirica, Chaenomeles Japonica, Tamarix Tetranda, 

Spirea Japonica, Syringa Vulgaris, Eonymus Japonicus 

Aeuromarginata, Cotoneaster, Phiracanta, Berberis 

Thumbergi Atropurpurea, Cotinus Coggyygria, 

Corylus Maxima Purpurea, Hamamelis Palida Mollis.  

Alleys were paved with yellow ceramic pieces and 

concrete. The urban furniture was not expensive, but it 

was repaired and repainted each year. Flowers were 

planted along the alleys and in central regions of the 

great park. The space was functioning as summer 

resort, main park of the town and sports centre in the 

meantime.  

Considering all the above mentioned it is 

obvious that Arad had a valuable green space, situated 

very close to the centre of the town, which was used 

for the benefit of its inhabitants.  

After the year 2000 destruction began on a 

large scale. In an absurd and illegal way the town-hall 

council gave the space to a consortium which got 

nearly total freedom in the administration of the 

domain. The creation of a great parking space for cars 

at the entrance was the beginning of the changes that 

took place. On the structures of the former cabin 

buildings, which stood on concrete feet were built all 

sorts of buildings of very bad quality and taste. The 

constructions are very different from one another, and 

most of them look unfinished. Some of the buildings 

are under permanent transformation, probably due to 

frequent changes of function. Bad taste is the general 

rule all over the place. Strange styles are combined 
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without any reason, and all the colours are used. In the 

buildings were created bars and restaurants, many night 

clubs, and some commercial spaces. This way half of 

the space was transformed and used for the new 

buildings, though it is illegal because of permanent 

flood danger in the area, and because it is not clear 

even today who is the legal owner of the land – the 

town-hall or the army. There is no urban planning, and 

buildings appear in a chaotic way. The character of the 

place, dedicated formerly only to sports and activities 

connected to the river bank is totally changed now. The 

people of Arad who are looking for a resort are now 

seeking such places in nearby Hungary, where you can 

find nice bathes in every town.  

But perhaps worst of all is the ecological 

destruction that has taken place. The town not only lost 

its summer sport resort, but also its main park and 

green space, now half covered with buildings. The loss 

is enormous because the town cannot afford to build 

great parks, and the existing ones are very small. The 

resort was the only important green space of Arad. 

With its advantageous position on the river bank it 

represented a great ecological value for the settlement. 

Material interests have prevailed, and the town 

sacrificed one its values in an unacceptable way. 

Studies should establish the real impact of the changes 

that took place, but it is obvious that the loss is great. 

In no European town is normally accepted to build on 

green spaces, especially when there are not enough, 

like in the present case. Instead of taking care of the 

bank of the river, which is the main ecological value of 

the region, and trying to protect it, the best part of it 

was destroyed. Ecological unity of the river banks 

should have been a central point in the attention of 

local authorities during the past years. The Mures 

Valley, near the town was declared lately a natural 

reservation, because its richness in species and its 

beauty.  It is obvious that those who where responsible 

during the last years for the development of the town 

neglected essential aspects such as ecology and urban 

planning.  The evolution of the resort is not in 

accordance with the standards of our days, because it 

preferred easy material advantages to a normal healthy 

development of the settlement.  

 

Results and Discussions 

 

It is obvious that the destruction of a part of the 

summer resort of Arad town is a great mistake from an 

ecological point of view.  The town is far from having 

the required green space for the given number of 

inhabitants. Instead of protecting and developing its 

only really important green space, the town–hall has 

accepted a compromise, which transformed half the 

space into a built area. The town which had the most 

important summer resort for bath and sports in the vest 

of Romania, has lost the chance to develop it in a 

normal way, in order to create a more valuable resort 

with European standards.  

 

Conclusions 
 

1. The summer resort of Arad town has been 

destroyed in the last years by constructing 

buildings which are not appropriate.  

2. The destruction of the area has great 

ecological implications in a town where there 

aren’t enough green spaces, and do not exist 

the means to create others.                                                                     
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Pictures with the old cabins and the new constructions 
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Plan of the resort from  satelite 

 

 


